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making the municipal mythical  

The Sun Stages of Wollabank make up a picnic site that celebrates Lincolnshire  as a land big skies and sunrises. With its 

lifeguards sunrise cinema and sunset cabaret it will become a place to relax, eat alfresco and but at the same time engage 

with the unique environment, both land and marine.  

 

 



sunset cabaret  

 

The first stage of the project is a sunset cabaret, centred around the picnic theatre. Sheltering between the legs of a picni c 

table with ideas above its station, visitors can take a break from their seaside walk and break out the sandwiches. For the 

more adventurous the top table provides a great place to look over the dunes to the sea, or out across the wildlife reserve 

to the distant Wolds. Armed with a pair of binoculars and a camouflaged picnic umbrella this also makes a great place to 

watch the local birds.  

 

                  



 



sunrise cinema  

 

In contrast early risers can take advantage of the lifeguards sunrise cinema. Based on the dimensions of cinema seats and 

complete with cupholder  / popcorn tray these comfortable perches are for admiring the sunrise. Alternatively just chill, 

watch the ships go past or admire the terns wheeling over head. Their commanding view also serves a very important 

functional purpose, enabling mum and dad to  keep an eye on the kids playing in the surf (as well as the ones hiding in the 

dunes) or for anglers to cast a weather eye on the size of the swell before venturing down the beach.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



 



sun spotting  

 

The sun stages  celebrates  the sun and land by connecting the two in the same way as henges did . Alignments of picnic 

table, the theatre and lifeguards chairs will  jo in together to form a solar / lunar observatory .  
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sustaining  

 

As an al fresco dining area weõd also like to see the Sun Stages at Wollabank as a place for education, perhaps using the 

theatre as an outdoor class room or encouraging people to forage responsibly and enjoy the n atural, seasonal foods on 

offer  such as shrimps, razor clams, sea beet  or sea buckthorn berries. This could be done through interpretation on site or 

remotely through the web.  

 

 

 

     

 

 



material  considerations  

 

Made from sustainably sourced hardwoods such as oak, with stainless steel fit tings , these structures will blend into the 

natural landscape and weather gracefully. Resistant to localised flooding, general salt spray and deliberate damage they 

donõt require heavy foundations and respect the ecological sensitivity of the site, whilst enabling people to enjoy this as a 

place to socialise and have fun.  

 

       

       



team  

 

r u r a l r e c r e a t i o n  is a grassroots campaigning 

body set up to put forward new social visions of the 

rural,  exploring what the rural means to people in the 

countryside, to people in the cities, suburbs and subrurs.  

Recent projects have been focused on the coast, seas, 

rivers and marshes as liminal places for complex 

interactions  of natural forces, leisure, trade  and industry.   

Childs+Sulzmann  architects are a leading architectural 

practice who alongside their work in general practice  have 

an established reputation for collaborative work with 

artists. Over 15 years Nick Childs has realised projects  as 

diverse in nature and scale as Peroõs Bridge in Bristol with 

artist El lis OõConnell and the installation of ôNationsõ with 

NS Harsha in Shoreditch.   

 

   


